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INTRODUCTION

This is a graduate level course designed to introduce students to globalization, viewed principally through the ethics lens. Through the application of a range of prominent moral theories, and through an appeal to our normative sensibilities, students will consider morally troubling aspects of international affairs, national security, development, and globalization. In the face of globalization, the relative inability of moral theory to overtly influence policy formulation and subsequent policy-linked interventions may be changing, a premise that warrants close scrutiny from the outset of the course and repeated consideration in the weeks that follow.

The course will begin with a review of two fundamental issues: globalization as an embracing and coherent concept, and the relevance of ethics to public policy. Both topics will be explored together in readings and class discussions. The dilemmas and opportunities arising out of globalization will be considered, as will the role morality plays in shaping daily decisions about such dilemmas and opportunities – from the personal to the global. 

In the first half of the course, students will be exposed to some of the leading debates about the nature of globalization, approached from the perspective of recognizing both moral dilemmas, and ethically-sound opportunities for human flourishing. During this period, students will also explore their own moral narratives, and the moral resources that they draw upon to reach decisions, starting from the Golden Rule. The motivations (or lack thereof) to act in a good and/or right way (individually, as a community, a society, a nation, or a global moral community), or to be a good person leading a meaningful life, will receive particular attention. 

The second half of the course will concentrate on some specific ethical “tools” – leading ethical thinking that can facilitate deliberations and inform decision-making. The course will provide insights into such leading moral theories as virtue ethics, utilitarianism, Kantianism, human rights approaches, feminist moral theory, social contract theory, and the capabilities approach – but will not provide a comprehensive study of any specific moral theory. Instead, the focus will be on discerning moral content, appreciating the available tools of normative analysis, and learning the vocabulary of moral discourse in the context of globalization. Classes in this half of the course each will begin with a discussion of a specific case study example, linking ethics directly to current issues in globalization, national security, and international affairs.

One or more guest speakers may join in such discussions, as schedules permit. Class time will be divided among lectures, discussions, and student presentations.

Students will: 

· Review and become well versed in essential terminology, definitions, and concepts of globalization, internationalism, national interest, international development, social capital, and community. 

· Review and become well versed in essential terminology, definitions, and the basic concepts of leading moral theory and ethics. 

· Review and become well versed in the characteristics, advantages, limitations, and applicability of contending theories of human well-being and human flourishing, social and distributive justice, virtue and duty, universalism and relativism.  

· Achieve an understanding of the moral character and practical constraints on such political and social processes as democracy, authoritarian rule, popular participation in decision-making and governance, war and defense, welfare, public health, and economic growth.

Upon successful completion of the course, students with a wide variety of specific sectoral interests should be able to:

· Articulate a comprehensive view of globalization and ethics, and ways in which ethics ought to apply to policies addressing globalization. 

· Contextualize specific moral challenges in international relationships and national security, and suggest approaches to address these. 

· Understand and articulate many dimensions of human well-being and flourishing. 

· Understand the role and limitations of deliberative democracy and popular participation within the context of good governance. 

· Articulate many of the essential differences and assumptions between Western and non-Western moral theory. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING SYSTEM

There will be one short paper required early in the course, a mid term examination, a group presentation, and a final examination (with an option of a final paper in lieu of a final exam):

· Assignment One: Students will prepare a policy-analysis memo, taking the position of a policy analyst in the U.S. State Department. The memo should address the policy implications and possible official U.S. Government response to the recommendations of the ILO’s World Commission on the Social Dimension of Globalization regarding the creation of a fairer system of voting rights within the Bretton Woods institutions (paragraphs 521 – 543 of the Commission’s report, available at http://www.ilo.org/public/english/wcsdg/docs/report.pdf. (20% of grade).
· Exam: There will be a one-hour closed book mid term examination (20% of grade), and  a two-hour closed book final examination (30% of grade).

· Assignment Two: Prepare, in groups of four students each, a professional quality PowerPoint presentation of not more than 15 minutes, summarizing and making persuasive the moral arguments pertaining to a leading issue in globalization, and arguing for a specific policy direction or outcome. The professor will evaluate this presentation on the basis of its content, and effectiveness of presentation, and its persuasiveness (30% of grade).

Class attendance and participation are extremely important.  Students will be expected to complete the readings and come to class prepared to discuss them.  Since the class does not follow a text consistently, students can only keep up though regular attendance. 
17 January 2007 ~ Week 1: General Introduction

The Moral Dimension in Globalization ~ What moral issues arise in the context of globalization? An examination of notions regarding human nature, our individual and national obligations and duties, our common humanity, our social separateness and cultural diversity, and our self-interest.

· Moral actions and moral being. Duties, rules, virtues, and vices.

· The role of moral concerns in shaping public policy in the North and South.

· The differences between internationalizing, democratizing, and globalizing.

· A new world economic order but the same human nature.

· The significance and moral dimensions of power and wealth, vulnerability and poverty.

· International development is in inequitable world.

· Participation and governance – who gets to decide, and why?

· Quality of life, human flourishing.

· Motivation and moral resources.

Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance, edited by David Held, Introduction and Chapters 1, 2, and 3; pages 1-92

· Economic Justice in an Unfair World, by Ethan B. Kapstein, Preface and Chapter One, pages 1-44
· Case Study 1 – to be announced
24 January 2007 ~ Week 2: Personal Morality and Globalization 

 The Globalization Story
· A global community? Or Hobbesian survival?

· Relativism, communitarianism, and particularism

· Universalism

· Economy, Technology, and Environment ~ Growing linkages and systems

· The growing cost of war and the need for peace, global “peace institutions”

· Civil society

· Decline of the nation state?

· Global governance?

The Moral Narrative

· What is the meaning of ethics?

· Discerning individual moral content and dilemmas ~ personal moral judgment

· Personal and community moral resources

· Establishing some basic definitions ~ moral philosophy, ethics, morality, moral theory, metaethics, normative, sentimental, deontological, virtues and vices, good and right, bad and wrong, rights and obligations… morality versus moralizing

· Justification for moral theories 

· Reflective equilibrium

· Rationality and Sentiment

· Acts of omission and commission
· The role of rules, duties, and general principles
· Being good, being virtuous
Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance, edited by David Held, Introduction and Chapter 5; pages 130-159

· “Do Morals Matter in International Politics?”, Chapter One in Moral Vision in International Politics, by David Halloran Lumsdaine, pages 3-29

· Predatory Globalization: A Critique by Richard Falk, Introduction and Part One, pages 1 - 80 

· Case Study 2 – to be announced
31 January 2007 ~ Week 3: Nations on the Global Stage

The Decline of the Nation-State?

· The rise of civil society

· Realism and national interest

· The power to coerce

· The obligation to defend

Patriotism and the larger moral community

· The character and boundaries of the moral community

· Patriotism, nationalism

· Cosmopolitanism

* First assignment due
Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance, edited by David Held, Chapter 4; pages 93 -129

· Economic Justice in an Unfair World, by Ethan B. Kapstein, Chapters 2 and 5, pages 45 – 85, 147 - 174
· “Buddhist Economics,” in Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered, by E.F. Schumacher, Chapter Four, pages 56-66

· “The Meaning of Life”, by David Schmidtz, at http://web.arizona.edu/~phil/faculty/extra/dschmidtz/dschmidtz_meanings_of_life.htm
· Case Study 3 – to be announced
7 February 2007 ~ Week 4: Money Matters ~ Power and Wealth

Globalization, Global Capitalism, and the Economy

· Moving money ~ diminished control by the state over the economy

· Amoral markets and value-neutral economics

· Trans-national corporations, regional institutions

· Crime, corruption, and power

· The global economic order ~ who wins, who loses, who doesn’t get to play?

Power, Wealth, Winning, and the “Meaningful Life”

· Measuring success by wealth

· Commodification of meaning

· Human flourishing

· The life lived well

Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance, edited by David Held, Chapter 6; pages 160 - 186

· Economic Justice in an Unfair World, by Ethan B. Kapstein, Chapters 3 and 4, pages 86 –146
· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Chapter 10, pages 269 – 292
· Case Study 4 – to be announced
14 February 2007 ~ Week 5: no class
21 February 2007 ~ Week 6: Personal and Global Responsibility

Globalization, Community, Justice, and Caring

· Political community and the state

· Do community values trump national/international values?

· Global civil society – transcending the nation-state?

· Social justice

Am I my brother’s keeper?

· The Golden Rule 

· Moral consciousness and moral will

· Being good or doing good?

· Personal projects or maximizing the good of all?

· Caring for others

· Allocating aid

Globalizing Democracy

· Realities of growing inequalities

· Superficial democracies

· Democratic deficits

· Corruption and integrity

· Conflict and peacebuilding

Reading Assignments for the following class: none
28 February 2007 ~ Week 7: Mid-Term Examination during First Hour

Second Hour and One Half:  One Planet

Globalization and the Environment

· Environmental justice

· Dissipating boundaries, global threats

Environmental ethics

· Access to and stewardship of resources

· Current and future generations

Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Preface and Chapter 1, pages ix – 24, Chapter 6 , pages 161 – 186

· World Ethics: The New Agenda, by Nigel Dower, Preface, Introduction, and Part One, pages vii – 114
·  Economic Justice in an Unfair World, by Ethan B. Kapstein, Chapter 6, pages 175 –196
· Research leading global environmental websites, including but not limited to:

· World Resources Institute ~ www.wri.org
· UN Environment Programme ~ http://www.unep.org/Geo/geo3/english/404.htm
· UN Development Programme ~ http://www.un.org/Docs/SG/Report99/environ.htm
· The Globalist ~ http://www.theglobalist.com/DBWeb/Community.aspx?FeatureId=7
· Global Envision ~ http://www.globalenvision.org/library/1/693/
· Yale Global Online ~ http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/environment/
· Global Issues ~ http://www.globalissues.org/EnvIssues/GlobalWarming.asp
· Case Study 5 – to be announced
7 March 2007 ~ No Class, Spring Break 

14 March 2007 ~Week 8: An Ethics Primer

World Ethics

· Human nature, social realities and ethics

· “Applied” ethics

· Ethical international relations?

International and Global Skepticism

· Realism

· Enforcing ethics

· National autonomy

Internationalism and Communitarianism

· Historical origins

· Morality of states

· Communitarianism

Cosmopolitan Theories

· “Community” concept

· Citizenship – global or national?
· Consequentialism
· Kantianism
· Natural law
· Human rights
· Contract theory
· Marxism
Other Moral Theories

· The capabilities approach
· Feminist ethics
· Virtue ethics
Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Chapters 2 and 3, pages 25 – 101 

· Case Study 6 – to be announced
21 March 2007 ~ Week 9: Development and Trade
Guest Speaker ~ Laura Langberg on Human Trafficking

Poverty

· The disturbing facts

· A global concern

Global Differences in Development

· Africa

· Latin America

· Asia and East Asia

· Middle East

· Eastern Europe

Contending Visions of Development

· Relief versus development

· Altruistic

· Charitable

· Strategic

· “Legitimate” self-interest

“Us” and “Them”

· Stakeholders and roleplayers

· Who leads development?

· Who is responsible for development?

· What about trade-offs?

Global Trade

· The elusive level playing field

· The role of markets: fair versus free

· Should developing countries get special treatment?

Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Chapters 4 and 5, pages 103 – 159

· “Balking at the Numbers”, SAIS Review of International Affairs (Summer-Fall 2004, Vol. 24., No. 2), by Stephen Schwenke

· Chapter by David Crocker, posted on Blackboard

· Case Study 7 – to be announced
28 March 2007 ~ Week 10: Global Profits, Global Resources

Guest Speaker – Dr. David Crocker: the Capability Approach

Intellectual Property

· Who owns it?

· Globalization and universal duties to share knowledge to save lives

· Trade and values

Resources

· Appropriating public wealth

· Not enough to go around?

· The resource curse

Reading Assignments for the following class:

· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, Chapter 7, 8, and 9; pages 187 – 268 
4 April 2007 ~ Week 11: Multinational Actors, Multinational Burdens, and Global Financial System

Guest Speaker ~ Dr. Robert Herman on the Globalization of Freedom
Multinational Corporations

· Corporate social responsibility

· Corporate governance

Global Debt

· Who lent, who borrowed, and why?

· Debt relief and the responsibility to pay

· “Odious debts” - borrowing by corrupt regimes

The Global Financial System

· Reforming the global reserve

· Instability and the global economy

11 April 2007 ~ Week 12: Class Presentations

18 April 2007 ~ Week 13: Class Presentations, Final Exam Review class

9 May 2007 ~ Final Examination: 7pm to 9pm

READINGS
Readings will include the following complete books (purchase recommended):

· Making Globalization Work, by Joseph E. Stiglitz, W.W. Norton & Company, New York, 2006

· Economic Justice in an Unfair World: Toward a Level Playing Field, by Ethan B. Kapstein, Princeton University Press, Princeton, NJ, 2006

· Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance, edited by David Held and Mathias Koenig-Archibugi, Polity Press, Cambridge, 2003

Readings will include selections from:
· Predatory Globalization: A Critique, by Richard Falk, Polity Press, 1999
· World Ethics: The New Agenda, by Nigel Dower, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburg, 1998

· Moral Vision in International Politics: The Foreign Aid Regime 1949 – 1989, by D.H. Lumsdaine, Princeton University Press, 1993 
· Small is Beautiful: Economics as if People Mattered, by E.F. Schumacher, Harper and Row, 1989 edition
Case Studies

· Readings will also include case studies 1 – 7, which will be found on the professor’s website at www.developmentvalues.net
OFFICE HOURS AND FACULTY BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY

Students may schedule time by calling or emailing the lecturer, so as to understand issues more fully or to discuss their work. Dr. Schwenke's home telephone is 301-779-0975, cell phone 301-448-2953,  and work phone (Inter-American Development Bank) is 202-623-3972. Dr. Schwenke’s email is chloemaryland@gmail.com. Chloe Schwenke’s website is www.developmentvalues.net.

Brief biographical sketch:

Chloe Schwenke has advanced education and comprehensive project experience – often as project manager and contract director – in municipal and local governance, conflict and peacebuilding, anti-corruption and government integrity, applied ethics, arbitration, training, micro-enterprise development, and community participation in governance.  She has written extensively on the topic of development ethics, leadership, and anti-corruption, and presented several papers on this topic at conferences and workshops. She has also published works in these areas.

Chloe Schwenke is currently the Senior Advisor on Development Ethics at the Inter-American Initiative on Social Capital and the Ethics of Development (ISED) at the Inter-American Development Bank in Washington, D.C. In 2006, she completed a one-year assignment as a Fulbright Associate Professor at the Department of Philosophy at Makerere University. While at Makerere, Dr. Schwenke taught courses in social ethics and professional ethics, supervised Masters’ students in their thesis work, and carried out research on a book for development practitioners on development ethics. Dr. Schwenke was also a principal organizer for an international conference of more than 200 participants held in July 2006 at Makerere University, “Accountability, Responsibility, and Integrity in Development: The Ethical Challenges in Sub-Saharan Africa and Beyond,” co-sponsored by the International Development Ethics Association.

Dr. Schwenke received her Ph.D. in applied ethics and international public policy studies from the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland, with a particular focus on human rights based approaches to improve local governance. She is also an Adjunct Professor at both the School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) of the Johns Hopkins University, and at Georgetown University’s Public Policy Institute. 

Prior to her Fulbright year in Uganda, Dr. Schwenke was resident in Kenya for ten years, where she established and managed a development consulting firm in Nairobi, ultimately with offices in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe. Dr. Schwenke also spent a further three years based in Durban, South Africa, where she established and managed the country office of a major international consulting firm. Africa has been Dr. Schwenke’s geographic focus in her 25 years of experience working in developing countries, with significant African project assignments in Botswana, Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia, Zanzibar, and Zimbabwe. 

Dr. Schwenke also has extensive project experience in Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, Europe, and North America.
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